








NOPI Supershow than Wolfsburg Limited
Edition.

And then there is how it drives. Sure, the
big boost brings big smiles for the first cou-
but probing its outer limits caus-
owed brows. The faster I went, the less
sure [ became. I found myself feeling
relieved that I didn’t have to try and set a
fast lap; before I'd ever attempt ten-tenths,
I'd put on my firesuit and get my affairs in
order.
Driving the ABD car is like raising a Ben-

gal tiger at home—it sounds like a lot of
fun until you get bitten. And though I never
reached that point, I couldn’t shake the feel-
ing that when I ran out of talent in the ABD
car, I'd be in a world of hurt.

The APR car is essentially the opposite.
With smooth—actually massive—power
delivery and a communicative chassis, high-
er speeds elevated confidence, not anxi
levels. Jay puts it best: “Power delivery is
good without the
‘holy-shit!” of the ABD car or the peaky

breathless feel of the H&R car’s stock tutbo.”

And while neither of us care much for the
paint job, we concede it makes for a pretty
bitchin’ cover and is perfect for a vehicle
built for SEMA. But the bottom line is that
the APR GTI managed to produce the most
power, the fastest lap and acceleration times,
and the most rewarding drive—all with a
full interior. From paint job to performance,
the APR GTI has proven to be the ultimate
expression of what a tuned sport compact
car should be. H










To handle all this power yet still remain driver-friendly, an upgraded
clutch and a Quaife limited-slip differential were installed. Ideally,
Jenkins envisioned the R GTI to be used as daily transportation that
would deliver precise handling on twisty roads and weekend track days.
H&R's RSS Club Sport system of coilover shocks and springs is
augmented with a pair of adjustable anti-roll bars.

Fitted at the front corners are Brembo's four-piston aluminum alloy
calipers, which squeeze Brembo two-piece floating cross-drilled discs
with billet aluminum hats. The front calipers have even been painted
with the colors of the German flag (the inspiration for our cover).

Naturally, the interior is swathed in carbon fiber and black leather.
An ingenious touch is the front safety belt system, developed in the
design studio, for Recaro sports seats. “This flip-harness mechanism
allows four-point harnesses on all four seats,” says Jenkins. “Typically,
when you equip the front with a harness, you can't have access to the
rear seats, so we designed this special harness set-up that allows you to

flip up the brace to squeeze into the rear and then bring the bar back
down. Like an amusement park ride.”

But the interior’s pieces de resistance are the rear seats. “We carried
over the weight-saving concept by removing the stock rear cushions and
frame and installing a one-piece carbon fiber bucket shell, that mimics
the Recaros up front, adding small cushion inserts."

Think the car looks mean? Credit the new front end, with a large
central carbon fiber shield. “The larger central grille is an evolution of
the existing GTI front end. We just put extra emphasis on the lower
grille. It's much larger than the existing GTI, but the same as the IROC
concept. It's the direction of new products that are coming. Potentially,
the new face of VW."

Adding to the menace are a number of distinctive exterior touches,
including blacked-out front headlamp housings, R32 taillights with
smoked lenses, and R32-type central twin exhaust pipes. The hexagonal
‘stealth’ graphics refer to the GTI's trademark hexagonal grille pattern.
These satin and matte graphics are only visible in certain lighting
conditions from certain angles. This theme is also seen in the R GTI's
specially constructed 19xg-inch aluminum alloy wheels. Although these
wheels should be lighter than factory spe, forged 18-inch Neuspeed
wheels were used for our track tests.

Though the R GTl is a one-off (Volkswagen has no plans to put itinto
production), it does serve as tangible, track-proven evidence of what the
company is capable of.

“I think we have really strong products now, ones with good base
performance and a good price, that are an excellent basis for the tuner
to build on,” concludes Jenkins. “And | think there is a fresh look and a
fresh spirit that goes along with the fact that these are VWs, with a rich
history of tuning and an authentic European touring and racing
aesthetic.” —Ed.
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